














The images at right from NYCHA’s Final Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement show the cur-
rent view down Ninth Avenue from West 20th 
Street (top) and as it would appear under 
NYCHA’s preferred redevelopment alternative, 
with proposed new buildings in white (bottom). 
These show how Fulton Houses’ low perimeter 
buildings respect their context, which includes 
a low-rise street wall across Ninth Avenue 
largely made up of Greek Revival rowhouses 
with storefronts. NYCHA’s wildly out-of-scale 
proposed buildings are from 12 to 36 stories. 

The photo below provides a more real-world 
impression of such scale disparity. It looks up 
Sixth Avenue from West 25th Street. The first 
tall building on the right is 36 stories.

The photo at right looks down Tenth Avenue 
from West 21st Street. While the 2005 rezoning 
for the Special West Chelsea Historic District 
increased FARs west of the avenue along the 
High Line, a height limit of 80 feet was im-
posed opposite the Chelsea Historic District, 
keeping development in scale with the General 
Theological Seminary at left. NYCHA’s plan 
makes no such accommodation.   



Elliott-Chelsea Houses and Context

Above is an aerial photo of the Elliott-Chelsea Houses viewed from the northeast, seen over Pub-
lic School 33 in the left foreground and Chelsea Park in the right foreground. The campus is made 
up of three developments. The four lower red-brick buildings in the upper right are the John Love-
joy Elliott Houses, completed in 1947. To their left are the two yellow-brick Chelsea Houses towers 
completed in 1964, and set among the Elliott Houses to their lower right is the senior-housing 
Chelsea Addition tower completed in 1968.  

The entire Elliott-Chelsea campus is eligible for listing on the State and National Registers of His-
toric Places. The Elliott Houses  are the work of notable architect Wlliam Lescaze, most renowned 
for his groundbreaking PSFS tower in Philadelphia. He also designed NYCHA’s second ground-up 
development, the Williamsburg Houses, completed in 1938 and now both a national and New York 
City landmark. A renovation of the Willamsburg Houses was recently completed under NYCHA’s 
PACT program.

The tan building to the upper right of the Elliott Houses in the photo is the R.C. Williams Ware-
house, completed in 1928. Standing across Tenth Avenue in the West Chelsea Historic District, it 
was designed by Cass Gilbert, the notable architect of the Woolworth Building. It now houses the 
Avenues School.

To the upper left of the Elliott Houses in the photo, across West 26th Street, is the earlier men-
tioned half-block containing historic rowhouses, some landmarked.

The existing 11-story height of the Elliott Houses does not overwhelm this nearby historic con-
text. NYCHA’s preferred alternative would build a 36-story tower at the intersetion of Tenth Ave-
nue and West 26th Street, dwarfing thse historic neighbors. 



The Elliott Houses are seen in the background 
of this photo looking up Tenth Avenue from 
West 25th Street. In the right foreground is the 
historic block that had its FAR reduced under 
the 1999 rezoning to protect it from develop-
ment. The tan building at left, across the av-
enue from the Elliott Houses, is the R.C. Wil-
liams Warehouse (now Avenues School), which 
is also pictured in the photo at right.  


